Blindly intent on accomplishing an impossible object, it overlooks the circumstances on which the existence and extension of disease really depend; and after the experience of centuries has shown the inutility of the securities it offers, it still proposes to go on reposing implicit confidence in them and in them only. Quarantine is based, as has been stated, on the assumption that epidemic diseases depend upon a specific contagion; but the question of contagion has no necessary connexion with that of quarantine. The real question is whether quarantine can prevent the extension of epidemic diseases, whatever may be their nature, whether contagious or not." (pp. 16, 17.) " Iu like manner the discussion whether epidemic diseases arise and spread from contagion, or from common or specific poisons generated in the localities in which these pestilences first break out, lias nothing whatever to do with quarantine." (p. 18.) We shall see presently, that, by the term "epidemic diseases," the Board do not always imply diseases which can only be acquired by breathing the air of some locality in which such diseases are prevalent. In some places they appear to restrict the term to this signification. In Report is issued by the Board, its medical members will be increased in number, and will take care that nothing so discreditable as the present production shall again appear.
